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WHEREAS, on February 24, 1836, Lieutenant Colonel William Barret Travis, commander of 

the Texian forces at the Alamo, penned a letter addressed "To the People of Texas and All 

Americans in the World," appealing for aid in the defense of liberty against overwhelming 

odds; 

WHEREAS, this letter, now known as the "Victory or Death" letter, was a powerful 

declaration of courage, resolve, and sacrifice, written amidst a siege by the Mexican army 

led by General Santa Anna; 

WHEREAS, Travis's words, "I shall never surrender or retreat ... Victory or Death," have 

endured as a time less symbol of defiance in the face of tyranny and an unwavering 

commitment to the cause of f reedom; 

WHEREAS, the Battle of the Alamo, though a military defeat, became a rallying cry for 

Texian independence and a cornerstone of Texas and American identity, rooted in valor, 

determination, and the pu rsuit of liberty; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, t hat we commemorate the legacy of the "Victory or Death" 

letter and honor the memory of William B. Travis and the brave defenders of the Alamo who 

stood resolute in defense of their principles; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ideals of courage, sacrifice, and freedom expressed in 

the letter continue to inspire present and future generations to uphold the values of justice, 

un ity, and liberty for all. 

Adopted this day, the 22nd of April, 2025. 

Attest: _c--=~-=:::1=~=:=· ===-----
Hunt County Clerk Becky La ndrum 
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Our Mission 
To educate current and future Texans about their forefathers' armed struggle for 

Freedom and Liberty through the placement of a large bronze plaque containing 

Col. William Barrett Travis's Alamo "Victory or Death" letter, in all 254 Texas 

Courthouses. To honor the two leading Tejanos of the Texas Revolution, Jose 

Antonio Navarro and Juan Segufn. The goal of the Alamo Letter Society is 

ambitious and unprecedented. The goal is to gift a 3 feet by 2 feet, 203-pound 

bronze plaque, of the famous letter to each of the 254 courthouses in the state of 

Texas. Each plaque will serve as an enduring symbol to future generations of 

Texans of their forefathers' fight for liberty, freedom, and the armed resistance to 

oppression. 

The "Victory or Death" letter was written on Feb. 24, 1836, and heroically 
dispatched through the Mexican Army to General Sam Houston by Captain Albert 
Martin. Only 220 words long, many Texans and other Freedom-loving people 
around the world hold it in the same high esteem as the U.S. Constitution and the 
Magna Carta. 
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Letter History 
February 23, 1836, was the first day of the 13-day siege of the Alamo. On that day, 
the 26-year-old Alamo Commander, Lt. Col William Barrett Travis of South 
Carolina, had only 157 men under his command. He was surrounded by thousands 
of Mexican soldiers commanded by Mexican President Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna. 

The next day, February 24, 1836, he wrote the 220-word Alamo letter 
addressed "To the People of Texas and All Americans in the World". This letter, 
a pleading for reinforcements became known as the "Victory or Death" letter. It is 
one of the most notable pieces of literature in the English language. It was 
heroically carried through the Mexican lines by Capt. Albert Martin. 

The Travis letter to Texas President Sam Houston brought results, but not enough 
to turn the tide. At dawn on March 1, 1836, Capt. Albert Martin, with 32 men 
(himself included) from Gonzales passed the lines of the Mexican Army and 
entered the walls of the Alamo, never more to leave them. 

These 32 citizen soldiers were Texas men, husbands and fathers, owning their own 
homes and guns, voluntarily organized and trained, determined to change the 
government that ruled over them. They passed through the lines of an enemy of 
four thousand to six thousand strong, to join 157 of their countrymen and 
neighbors, in a fortress doomed to destruction. 

Does American history, or any history, ancient or modern, furnish a parallel to such 
heroism? The Travis letter motivated these men to willingly enter the beleaguered 
walls of the Alamo, to swell the number of determined citizen soldiers who 
resolved "never to surrender or retreat." 
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Dedication Dates 
All dedications are at the courthouses in each county. 

1. Ellis County 3:00 pm Friday, February 23, 2024. County Chair: Judge Todd Little 

2. Rockwall County 10:00 am Saturday, February 24, 2024. County Chair: Mr. Lorne Liechty 

3. Nueces County Thursday, March 28, 2024. County Chair: Harry Chester 

4. Van Zandt County Friday, April 12th. County Chair: Dwayne "Doc" Collins 

5. Hood County Friday, April 20th. County Chair: Judge Ron Massingill 

6. Reeves County Friday, June 28th. County Chair: Judge Leo Hung 

7. Gillespie County Thursday, July 4th . County Chair: Ms. Lee Spencer White 


